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BEST PRACTICE 2

ñUnlocking Potentialò

Curricular enrichment through 

collaborative ventures 

and 

talent pool development



Expert Lectures

S. No. Title of the Programme Date 

1 ChettinadArchitecture 04.05.2023

2 Thinking Through Diagrams 03.03.2023

3 Site Analysis& Planning 10.01.2023

4 DesignThesis ïA process, A Journey 22.12.2022

5 Personality DevelopmentProgramme& Human Values 08.11.2022

6 In Pursuit of Design Excellence 19.05.2022

Virtual Interactions ïWebinar

7 Sense N Sensibility 14.07.2023

8 Pre-stressed Structures In Architecture 17.06.2021

9 HVAC Systems - An Overview 15.06.2021

10 Permaculture DesignThinking In Architecture 12.06.2021

11 Appreciating Urban Design 10.06.2021

12 Structural Systems in Architecture 09.06.2021

13 Glass and Architecture 05.06.2021

14 Emotions in Architecture 04.06.2021

15 Affordable Housing 29.05.2021

16 The Architecture of Music 25.05.2021

Hands On Workshop

17 Exploring TheImportance of Heritage
26.03.2023 to 

27.03.2023

18 TerraceGardening Workshop 08.03.2023

19 Glass Workshop
23.10.2019 & 

24.10.2019

20 Design Presentation Visual and Verbal
05.09.2019 & 

06.09.2019
2

BEST PRACTICE 2 - UNLOCKING POTENTIAL

MohamedSathakA.J. Academyof Architectureorganizedseveraleventsto help students

enhancetheir potential.
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Internship Opportunities 

Field Visit and Case Study 

21 North India Tour
25.01.2023 to 

10.02.2023

22 Visit to Auroville 18.08.2022

23 Visit to Kanchipuram 11.05.2022

Collaborative Design Studio

24 Urban Design Studio at SPA, New Delhi
31.01.2023 to 

01.02.2023

Building Construction Workshop

25 BambooWorkshop at MSAJAA
02.08.2023 to 

04.08.2023

26
Bamboo, Lime and Mud Workshop at Scared Grooves, 

Auroville.

21.01.2019 to 

30.01.2019

27 Brick Workshop - Arches and Domes  at MSAJAA
08.10.2018 to 

12.10.2018

Panel Discussion with Industry Experts 

28 Green Buildingand Professional Accreditation 26.04.2023

29 Indo-SaracenicArchitecture 05.04.2023

30 Services in Historic Buildings 06.03.2023

31 Adaptive Reuse & Retrofitting 20.01.2023

Exploration Of Technology & Innovation

32 Decoding AI in Architecture. 19.10.2023

33 Revit Software Workshop 12.04.2023

34 Blender Software Workshop 29.03.2023

35 PhotoshopSoftware Workshop 15.03.2023

36 Rhino 3D Software Workshop 14.03.2023

Public Exhibitions

37 Collaborationwith CPRA Foundation
25.08.2023 to 

29.08.2023 
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StudentClub Activities

38 Junkyard Wars Furniture Design Competition 27.07.2023

39 Wall Painting 27.06.2023

40 Stairway De-stijl 03.06.2023

41 Global Cuisine 26.10.2022

42 GarbaDance & Art Showcase 23.09.2022

Student Awardsand Achievements

StudentAchievers
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EXPERT LECTURES
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Fig.1:Resource persons at MSAJAA.

Fig.2: Dr. Kumudhavallipresenting her work.

LECTURE ON CHETTINAD ARCHITECTURE



MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

NAME OF THE EVENT : GUEST LECTURE - ñ Thinking through Diagramsò 

DATE : 03.03.2023 VENUE : MSAJAA AUDITORIUM

NO. OF STUDENTS ATTENDING : 240

GUEST SPEAKER : AR VENNILA T (DIRECTOR, ARCH-E-STUDIO CHENNAI PRIVATE LIMITED)

EVENT CONVENOR : PROF SATHISH KUMAR EVENT COORDINATOR : AR SHILPA DAS

ABOUT THE EVENT:

Prof. Vennila T gavean inspiring lectureon the topicñThinkingthroughDiagramsòon the 1st of March

2023. The intentof thespeechwasto createawarenessof the importanceof Diagramsin communicating

anindividualôscognitive ideas,which will help themto createbetterrepresentationsof designthinking

and its thought process. Various live project sketchesand maps,as referencesto books and works of

eminent architects,were projectedas a part of the lecture for a better understandingof the topic.

Architecturalthinking wasbeautifully explainedthroughthe languageof diagrams,in variousstagesof

form finding, form making,conceptevolution,andstructuralexploration.

LECTURE ON THINKING THROUGH DIAGRAMS

Fig.1:Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
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Fig.1: Students listening to the presentation by Ar.RanjanDaniel.

Fig.2 &3: Students listening to the session presented by 

Ar.RajanDaniel.

About The Event: The lecturestartedwith a brief introduction

and understandingof what site analysis is and the factors

affecting it. Each of thesefactors were briefed and explained

with relevantexamplesfrom thearchitectôsworks. Thestudents

were taught how to go about with the concept and zoning

process. Ar. Ranjanalsosharedsomeof his prominentworksand

thedesignprocessbehindeachof themsuchastheStaff housing

for CMC Vellore, Mayflower Gated Community, Gurudev

Institute of Medical Sciences,Aimury, Kerala and Sri Vijay

Vidyalaya, Hosur. An assignmentwasgiven to the studentsasa

follow up of the lecturewheretheyweregivena siteof 50 acres

andaskedto site threetypesof apartmentblockswith minimum

cut and fill and without disturbing the natural storm water

drainage. The sessionendedwith an open discussionwherethe

studentsgot their doubtsclarified. This lecturewas found to be

quite usefulfor thestudents,especiallythefinal yearsasit wasa

right startfor their thesis.

Name Of The Event:Guest Lecture

Date: 10.01.2023

Venue:Mohamed SathakA J Academy  Of Architecture, 

Chennai. Alhaj Dr. S M Hamid Abdul Quadir, Auditorium.

No. Of Students Attending: 240

Guest Speaker:Ar RanjanDaniel, Landscape Architect. 

Topic: Site Analysis And Planning Event

LECTURE ON SITE ANALYSIS & PLANNING



MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

CONDUCTED BY: Extra Curricular & Cultural Committee DATE: 22.12.2022

VENUE: MSAJAA Auditorium NO. OF. PARTICIPANTS: 200

ABOUT THE EVENT: This guestlecturewasorganisedfor the final yearstudentsof batch2018asan

introductionto the thesisprocess. Ar.PramodBalakrishnanwasthechief speakerof theevent. Ar.Pramod

Balakrishnanis thefounderandprincipalarchitectat EDIFICE Chennai,aprominentpersonalityin thefield

of architecturewith an experienceof over 30 years. During the seminarhe addressedstudentsand

conductedthe lecture as an interactive sessionwhere he explained the processof creating dynamic

environmentswhile respondingto theusersaswell asincorporatingthe learningsfrom the casestudiesin

design.

Fig.1:Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session

LECTURE ON DESIGN THESIS- A PROCESS A JOURNEY
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MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

NAME OF THE EVENT: 

Personality development 

programme& Human 

values

CONDUCTED BY: 

Ar.Anbarasi, Ar.Shyamala, 

Ar.Zulfia

DATE: 08. 11. 2022

VENUE: MSAJAA Campus

NO. OF. PARTICIPANTS: 85

EVENT COORDINATOR: 

Ar. Anbarasi

ABOUT THE EVENT:

The sessionunfolded with an

inspiring talk on Human

values, Peer Pressure,

Relationship, Decision

making with Courage,etc. By

Mr.Parasuram.

He reinforcedthat the greatest

purposeof life is to live a life

of Purposeand it is important

to be different, be unique but

oneshouldstill learnto coexist

He beautifully using somereal

time videos shared the

importance of understanding

theJourneyfrom human being

to beingHuman

Fig. 1: Honoring the chief guest with a memento

Fig. 2: Mr.Parasuram(Chief guest) addressing the students

Fig. 3: Students viewing the session from the Crit hall

LECTURE ON PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

10
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Fig.1: Students listening to the session. 

Fig.2 Ar.ShripalMunshiexplaining his design.

Fig.4: Ar.ShripalMunshiexplaining his design..

Fig.3: Students listening to the session.

LECTURE ON óIN PERSUIT OF DESIGN EXCELLENCEô
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VIRTUAL INTERACTIONS  

WEBINARS
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Fig.2

Fig.1

Fig.3

Fig.1,2 & 3: Students attending the online session conducted 

by Ethos Foundation.

SESSION ON SENSE N SENSIBILITY
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SESSION ON PRESTRESSED STRUCTURES IN ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
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SESSION ON HVAC SYSTEMS

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
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SESSION ON PERMACULTURE DESIGN THINKING IN ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
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SESSION ON APPRECIATING URBAN DERSIGN

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
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SESSION ON STRUCTURAL SYSTEM IN ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
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SESSION ON GLASS & ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of 

photographs from the expert lecture 

session
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SESSION ON EMOTION IN ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1:circular and Compilation 

of photographs from the expert 

lecture session
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SESSION ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the 

expert lecture session



22

SESSION ON ARCHITECTURE OF MUSIC

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of 

photographs from the expert lecture session
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HANDS ON WORKSHOP



MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

NAME OF THE EVENT: EXPLORING THE IMPORTANCE 

OF HERITAGE

CONDUCTED BY: Heritage Cell & M. ARCH 

CONSERVATION DIVISION.

DATE: 26&27 March 2023

VENUE: MSAJAA Auditorium

NO. OF. PARTICIPANTS:200

NO. OF AUDIENCE/ ATTENDEES: 200

COORDINATOR : Ar. Divya Chakravarti

CO COORDINATOR : Ar. Aathirai S.K

ABOUT THE EVENT: EXPLORING THE IMPORTANCE 

OF HERITAGE

Day 1 : 26TH MARCH 2023, SUNDAY

10:30 am ï1:00 pm

TAMIL NADU POLICE 

MUSEUM, EGMORE

Day 2 : 27TH MARCH

10:00 am ï4:00 pm

MSAJAA, Auditorium & Ground 

Floor Lobby

EVENT DESCRIPTION : It was a two-day event in collaborationwith INTACH ChennaiChapter,

HECS-HeritageEducationand CommunicationService. The aim of hostingthis eventwas to createan

interest and awarenesstowardsheritageand conservationamongthe undergraduatestudentsstudying

architecture. It is crucial for budding architectsand plannersto understandthe importanceof heritage

beforebeginningtheir journey in the field of architecture.A holistic understandingof heritage-natural,

built and cultural is crucial to maintain a balancewhen we are designing,conservingbuildings and

planningor expandingcities.

Fig.: 2 : Compilation of photographs taken during the visit to the TamilnaduPolice Museum

SESSION ON EXPLORING THE IMPORTANCE OF HERITAGE
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MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

Fig.: 3 & 4 : Participants on the Heritage walk at the Tamilnadupolice museum

Fig.: 5 & 6 : Participants assembly at the venue ïSession in progress at the venue

SESSION ON EXPLORING THE IMPORTANCE OF HERITAGE
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MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

NAME OF THE EVENT: Terrace Gardening Workshop 

CONDUCTED BY: Architecture Department/ Women Empowerment Cell 

DATE: 08.03.2023 VENUE: Construction Yard. 

NO. OF. PARTICIPANTS: 64 Students, 9 staffs & 4 housekeeping staffs. 

CHIEF GUEST/S: Mr.J.Eganathan, Deputy Horticulture Officer &Mr. Ramesh Kumar, Asst. Horticulture 

Officer -Tamil Nadu , Horticulture Dept, Thiruvanmiyur

ABOUT THE EVENT:

The WomenEmpowermentcell of MohamedSathakA.J Academyof Architectureorganiseda Workshop

on ñTerraceGardeningòfor the Students,teaching faculties and housekeepingStaffs of MSAJAA

on 08.03.2023, Wednesday. Theprogramstartedat 10.30 AM with thewelcomeaddress& the importance

of WomenEntrepreneurshipby Ar.S.N.Barathi, AssociateProfessorfollowed by thegardenkit distribution

to ourhousekeepingstaffs.

The Tamil Nadu Horticulture Department trained the interested individuals in Roof Gardening/

TerraceFarming. Through this, they all are exposedto a new skill and will get an opportunity to

savemoney/earnmoneyby reapingthebenefitsof thevariousplantsgrown. This training is given freeof

costby the departmentof Horticulture. The gardeningkit wassold at a very nominalcostof Rs. 450 per

kit. Theworkshopconcludedsuccessfullyat 12.30 PM.

TERRACE GARDENING WORKSHOP

Fig.1:poster and Compilation of photographs from the workshop
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GLASS WORKSHOP

Fig.1: Student trying hands-ontraining.

Fig.2: Student trying hands-ontraining.

Fig.4: Student trying hands-on training. Fig.3: Expert showing the students a sample work.
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LEEWARDIST WORKSHOP 

Fig.1: Ar. Anuj kale giving students feedback on their  work displayed 

behind.

Fig.2: Ar.Anuj Kale addressing the students on design presentation 

Fig.3: Ar.Anuj Kale addressing the students.
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INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

During their internships, studentsof MSAJAA haveworked with prestigiousfirms such

as L&T, Zed Lab, White Space,CRN, Total Environment Building SystemsPvt Ltd,

Morphogenesis,Sangath- VǕstuShilpǕConsultants,and more.
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INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Samples of Internship offer letters
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FIELD VISIT AND CASE STUDY VISIT
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NORTH INDIA TOUR

Fig.1: Students at Chandigarh.

Fig.2:Students at India Gate. Fig.3:Students at TERI School of Advanced Studies.
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The field trip to Auroville was a great opportunity for the third-year studentsto gain a

comprehensiveunderstandingof sustainablearchitectureandcommunityplanning. By exploring

Auroville's diverse architecturallandscapeand interacting with its residents,studentsgained

invaluableinsightsinto the integrationof environmental,social,andspiritual valuesin the built

environment. The trip was a transformative learning experiencethat inspired students to

incorporateprinciplesof sustainabilityandcommunity-centricdesignin their future architectural

endeavors.

FIELD VISIT - AUROVILLE

Fig.1: Students at Town Hall,Auroville

Fig.3: Students at Auroville Library.

Fig.5: Students at Humanscapes, Auroville.

Fig.4: Students at Auroville Library.

Fig.2: Students at Humanscapes, Auroville.



Fig.2: Students at KailasanatharTemple, 

Kanchipuram.
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During their field trip to Kanchipuram,the second-year studentswere able to gain a

profoundappreciationof the city's architecturalheritageandcultural significance. The

studentswere able to immersethemselvesin the splendorof Kanchipuram'stemples

and monuments,which provided them with invaluableinsights into the evolution of

Dravidian architecture and its enduring legacy.The field trip proved to be a

transformativelearningexperiencefor the students,inspiring themto draw inspiration

from thepastwhile innovatingfor thefuturein their architecturalendeavors.

FIELD VISIT - KANCHIPURAM

Fig.1: Students at KailasanatharTemple, Kanchipuram.

Fig.2:Ar.Aathirai explaining the sculptures at 

KailasanatharTemple, Kanchipuram.
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COLLABORATIVE DESIGN STUDIO
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COLLABORATIVE DESIGN STUDIO @ SPA, New Delhi.

Fig.1: Students with Dr.Anil Dewan & Prof.ManojMathurat 

SPA Delhi.

Fig.2: Students analyzing the streets of Delhi.
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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 

WORKSHOP
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BAMBOO WORKSHOP AT MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF 

ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1:Compilation of photographs from the workshop
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BAMBOO,LIME AND MUD WORKSHOP AT SCARED GROOVES AUROVILLE

Fig.3: Students at Sacred Groves, Auroville. Fig.4: Students at Sacred Groves, Auroville.

Fig.2: Students at Sacred Groves, Auroville.

Fig.1: Students at Sacred Groves, Auroville.
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BRICK WORKSHOP AT MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE

Fig.1: Students participating in hands-on Brick workshop at 

MSAJAA..

Fig.2: Students participating in hands-on Brick workshop at 

MSAJAA..

Fig.3: Students participating in hands-on Brick workshop at 

MSAJAA..
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS WITH 

INDUSTRY EXPERTS



MOHAMED SATHAK A.J. ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE
34, Old Mahabalipuram Road, IT Highway, Egattur, Chennai603 103

Phone: 044 - 27470391 - 92 - 93 - 94 Email: admin@msajaarch-edu.in

NAME OF THE EVENT: Green Building and professional accreditation

CONDUCTED BY: Entrepreneurship & Development Cell and ECC Committee ,MSAJAA

DATE: 26.04.2023 VENUE: MSAJAA Auditorium NO. OF. PARTICIPANTS: 30

EXPERTS: Ar. Porchelvi, Ar. Shilpa

ABOUT THE EVENT: This workshopwasconductedasan introductorysessiontowardsgreenbuilding

ratingsystemsfor thestudentsof MSAJAA andtheywereguidedby expertsspeakersAr.PorchelviandAr

Shilpa. Ar.Porchelviis anIGBC certifiedArchitectwhereasAr. Shilpais a LEED GA. Theobjectivewasto

createanawarenessamongthestudentsof thegreenratingsystems,its significancein thecurrentscenario

andhow it canbebeneficialto architectsandarchitecturestudents. VariousratingsystemssuchasLEED,

WELL, GEM,IGBC,GRIHA, etcwereintroducedTheprocessof a building to acheivegreencertifications

with theserating systemswere also elaboratedin the session. Furthermore,the opportunitiesfor green

accreditedprofessionalswere discussedin detail. It also consistedof creatingan awarenessamongthe

studentsof gettingcertifiedasa greenaccreditedprofessionalandhow it canbebeneficialin their career.

DISCUSSION ON GREEN BUILDING ACCREDITATION

Fig.1:circular and Compilation of photographs from the expert lecture session
43
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